KUMANAN 

Kumanan was ihe king of Mudiramalai, near modern-day c ° imb ° t ° r ®! 
jn Tamil Nadu. More indined towards poelry ihan war, he was famed 
for his generosily and willingly gave his kmgdom to his greedy brother, 

llankumanan r . . 

Kumanan is rtiought to have ruled around the first century AD, during 

the Sangam age. c . 

Our knowledge of Kumanan comes from a poetry collection of the t.me, 

the Purananooru. 

In it the Sangam poets, Peruchithiranar and Peruthalaichattanar, write 
of him with love and admiration. Kumanan encouraged and patromsed 
all art forms. He was known to be a just and caring ruler. 
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MMANAN | 




HB SHOULD BE HERE ANV 
MOMENT. VOU iMILL HAVE TO 
RECBIVE HIM ĤS I HAVE 
SOME URGENT W Ofi 

T 0 DO. 






KUmMN, THE KING OF MUPIRflAMLM, 
MP HIS SROTHER, ILĤNKUMANĤN, WEEE 
PISCUSSING THE STflTE -VIS/T OF 
VEUMflN, fl NEIGHBOURING KING . 



BUT, BROTHER, 

VOU SHOULP 
RECEIVE 
VELIMAN < 



A' 


40U DOIT 
ON MV BEHALF 
ANP SRING HIM 
TO THE LIBRARV 


POETS ] PARCHMENTS) 
PALM-LEAVES ! THAT lŝ, 
THE MUSTY VVORLP 
OF MV BROTHER 
THE KINŭ I 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 
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KUMANAN 




SOME TIME LĥJER. 



i Y HOW VOU MAV 

OUR GUE5T 
( TO THE NA4.L OF 
EAHJBIT5, JUMKUMANAN. 

















































































































































































































































































































































VVONPERFUL! 
BUT I FINP ONE 
HEftP MI65VNG. 


PTT THE HALL OF EAHI&IT5 


f TH15 »5 M H 
COLLECTION OF ARM6. 
WE ARE NOT ALL 
SCH0LAR5 HERE.WE 
K ft re 50LPIER5 TOO. 




r 1 WOULP HAVE 
5AG6EP EVEN THAT 
IF I HAP MV WAV. 

I AM ITCHING FOR 
FIGHTS, BATTLE5, 
t C0NQUE5T5| 


NO ENEMW CAN WITH- 
STANP THE ONSLAUGHT 
. OF (LANkUMANAN ANP 

MlS MEN. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


ANP LOOK1 

here are the 
heaps of 

ANIMAL5 I HAVE 
HUNTEP. 


... THE 
HUMAN HEAPI 


KUMANAN 


OH, WHAT HAVE 
I PONE | BROTHER, 



NEVER MIND. 
IT IS ONLHf 
MV IMA«Sf 
THĤT VOt/VE 
. STRUCK. ! 



ON THE FOLLOWlNG PAV, ON THE OCCASION OF 
SARfiSmTI PUdfi, THE HORSHIP OF THE 60PPESS 
LEARN/N6 . KQMANAN HELP A CONFERENCE 



fiS 7HE POET FlNtSHEP HIS 30N6, 
THE KING PPESENTEP HIM WITH 
A &A6 OF GOLP COINS. 



CAN ANVTHING 
GIVE KEENER 
PLEA6URE THAN 
POETRV, 
ILANKUMANAN? 


EACH T O 
HJ5 OWN I 
TASTE.BUT 
\ LET US NOT 
ARGUE. * 






























































































































































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


fiFTER THE POETS LEFT 


f WAS THE REWARP^ 
ADEOUATE ? THE 
THOUĜHT THĤT THE 
POEM PESERVEP 
MUCH MORE 
V WORRlES ME. A 


/ VOU WORRV ^ 

f neeplesslv, ' 

KUArtANAN. THERE 
>5 NO GREATER 
JUPGE OF POETRY 
\ THAN VOU ! THE 

\ REWARP WAS / 
\ PROPER. j/ 


I SAV IT 
WAS FAR 
TOO MUCHl 


/ 


k 


\ 


K 






Fll 

•P 

i L 


f WAS ^ 
IT? GRAIN 
WE CAN MEASURE. 
GOLP WE CAN 
. WEIGH. BUT 
\ GENIUS ? S 


O 


h 




V < 




V \ 

\\v 
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' HOW CAN WE ^ 
SET A PRICE ON 
A POEM OF GREAT 
MERIT ? ON THE 
WORK OF A GREAT 
\ MINP ? y 


< 
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KUMANAN 



KUMANAN , I HAP 
PRIDEP MVSELF ON BEING 
THE GREATEST PATRON 
OF POETRV. 



BUT VOUR 
OUESTIONS PRICK 
THE BUBBLE OF MY 
PRIPE BECAUSE 
THEY ARE THE 
OUESTIONS OF 
A WISE KING. 



PARPON ME 
MV VOUNG 
FRIENP. 


NOT ONLV A WISE KING BUT 
ALSO A STRONG ONE. IF VOU 
STAV ON TILL AVUPHA PUdA* 
VOU WILL SEE THE 

IMPRESSIVE PlSPLAy OF 
OUR ARMS ANP WEAPONS 


-1 






r I WOULP RATHER 
CARRV WFTH ME THE 
PLEASANT MEMORV OF 
THE FOEMS I HEARP 
s AT KUMANAN'S s 
> COURT. 


WORSHlP OF WEAPC>NS 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


I fl FEW PAVS LfSTER KUMANAN HAP flNOTHEA. 
VISITOR , THE POET PERUNCHl7TlRANAR . 


THE POET WflS TREflTEP UKE fl KINĜ. 
flFTER fl BflTH ANP fl PELICIOOS MEflL 
THE POET LflV DOWN TO REST. HE WflS 
FflST flSLEEP WHEN KUMANAN CflME. 

-!¥---5 
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KUMANAN 



HOW ĈAN 0N£ 
N0T BE HAPPV 

here?anp 

VET... 


VVHAT 19 IT? 


| MUST N0W 
RETURN H0ME 
I 5EEK VOUR 
LEAVE. 


/ P0NT TALK 
Of LEAVING 
50 SOON? 
ARENT voo 
HAPPV 
L. HERE? 


' SENP THREE FULLV 

laden carts to the 1 

POET’S HOUSE » FOOP, ' 
CLDTHES ANP 0 RNAMEN 7 S, 
EVERVTHING THEV NEEP , 
v SHOULP BE SENTt A 


KUMflNAN SENT FOR 
H!S fll/N/STER. 


EVEN AS I FEAST ~ 
HERE PAY ANP NIĜHT 


because my family 

19 ALMOST A 


\^STARVING» 


I AM NO LONGER 
VVORRIEP, MAHARAJA 
BUT I AM SAP. > 


^ THERE!VOU 
HAVE NO CAUSE 
FOR VVORRV 
V NOVV. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 





HOW COULP I 8E 50 
SELFISH * F0R3IVE ME 
(3REAT OHE. VOU 
SHALL T«KE THE y 
. 6IFT5 HOME, / 
VOURSELF. 


r LOOK THERE 
IN THE 6ARPEH, 

maharaja. what 

PO VOU SEE ? v 


A MONKEV ĜIVIN6 
HIS MATE 
A JACKFRUIT. 


/ IN MUPIRAM,THIS^ 

( LANP WHERE MILK 1 
ANP HONEV FLOVV 

EVEN A MERE monkev 
ENJ 0V5 THE PLEASURE5 
i) OF A HOUSE- 

HOLPER... A 


LET ME NOT 
KEEP VOU HERE 
A MOMENT 
w LONGER. 


VOU MUST COME 
AGAIN SOON f 


OF COURSE, 
VOU VVILL — F 
MORE LOOT 


...THE PLEASURE OF 
WITNESSING HIS 
MATE’S dOV WHEN 
hE SECURES SOME- 
VTHING FOR HER. 


r 




r 5 Tfi & POBT WfiS fi&OUT TO LEĤVE 


I WILL, 
MAHARAJA 




10 


KUMANAN 



T VVELCOME, ^ 
PERUNCHfTTIRANAR! 
I HAVE BEEN LONG- 
ING TO LISTEN TO 
. MORE OF VOUR A 
|W POETRV. A 


fi COUPLE OF VEfiES LfiTER 




THE POET fiNP THE KtNG 3PENT fitfiNV 
MORE HfiPPV PfiVS TDGETHER .. 



' AH, HOW / 
REWARPING IS 
THE RESPONSE 
OF A PISCERNINO 
. LISTENER! / 


/ THE MUSIC OF N 
VOUR WORPS 
REFLECTS THE BEAUTV 
OF VOUR 

. THOUGHTS! j 



VOU ANP I WILL PA3S 
ON, BUT VOUR WORK 
WILL UVE FOR EVER, 

IT WILL NEVER 
L. PERI5H! > 


CAN ANVONE HERE 

TELL ME WHAT GIFT 
I MAV OIVE THAT 
v NEVER PERI6MES? 


IS IT NOT 5AIP THAT 
THE ELEPHANT 13 WORTH 
A THOUSANP PONS* 
WHEN ALIVE.ANP A , 
v TH0U3ANP P0N6 / 
\WHEN PEAP? 


si 
AVs 


* PREVALENT currencv 





































































































































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


r TAKE THE KEYS OF 
THE TREASILANKUMANAN 
AND COUNT OUT TEN 
V "THOUSANP 

]k pons. y\ 


YES, AN ELEPHANT 
rr SHALL BE ! ANP 
GOLP, T00, TO 
COMPLETE THE 
V ĜIFT. A 


TMUS PERUNCHITTI&ANĤR LEFT, RfCHLi 
REWĤRPEP . 3UT KUMĤNĤN WĤS BESET 8Y 
THE S ĤMB POUBTS . 


HOW POES ONE MEASURE 
THE VALUE OF POETRV ? 
WASN’T WHAT I GAVE 
TOO LITTLE ? J 


IT IS NOT WISE 
TO SOUANPER 
ALL OUR WEALTH 
ON POETS. IT 
WILL LEAP TO 
v RUIN. . 


MORE ? VOU 
SPEAK OF 
6IVING MORE? 


1 »') 


iW/ 


y 

□ f 

• If 



KUMANAN 



A COUNTRY *S CULTURE IS 
NOT NOURISHEP, ITS 
LIFE-ĜIVING SPRINGS 
RUN PRY. ANP THATT 
v W1LL LEAP TO / 
k\ RUIN! 


I PISAGREE. SO MUCH OF 
MUSIC ANP POETRY WILL 
LULL US INTO LAZINESS* 
ANP MAKE US AN 
EASV PREY TO ANV/^T^ 

V aggressor. Yj*?h. 


YES.IT IS 
THE ONLV 
. WAY. . 


\ 


OW TMP rnklTDŭDU tiiucn 


VOU ARE LETTING 
YOUR IMAGINATION 
RUN WILP, 
ILANKUMANAN! . 


NO! I AM TRVING 
TO PROTECT THE 
INTERESTS OF 
V OUR KINGPOM. 




THEN OUR ĜOAL 
15 ONE. 


BUT OUR IPEA5 
PIFFER. PIVIPE THE 
KINGPOM ANP 
GIVE ME MY 
. 6HARE,TO RULE 
\ AS I THINK 


IF YOU INSIST, SO \ 
BE rr| IT PAINS ME, 
BUT THERE IS NO / 
v OTHER WAY . AA 

y - 

l» i MLi\wP 




Wi 


. 


✓ 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



THE NEWS OF 


PSOPLE WEfi€ UNHAPPV WHEN Jh 
THE PARTlTtON OF THE COUNTGV, 

THE KINGPOM 16 
T 0 BE PIVIPEP! 
HC>W SHOĈKING* 


/iNpEEPMLflNKUMANAN HAS 
PEMANPEP HIS SHARE, 
ANP KUMANAN HAS 
GIVEN IT • 











f HPVV GENERPUS 
A KING » NO ONE 
WHO GOE5 WlTH A 
PETITION T0 HIM 
v 15 EVER TURNEP 
i AWAV. -4 


f NO, NOT 
EVEN IF HE 
ASK5 FOR. 

HALF THE 
k KINGPOM. 


p 





THE RICHER REGlONS\ 
VVILL BE TAKEN B H \ 

ilankumanan, I 

V T0 BE SUREj y 


* 












i 



MAHARAJA, THE 
PEOPLE ARE 
AGITATEP OVER. 
THE PARTITION. 
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KUMANAN 



ULTiMĤTELV WHEN THE KtNGPOM WĥS PĥRTrrtON - 
EP, /LANtOĴMĥNAN PETĤ/NEP 7NE CAPITflL AND 
KUMĤNĤN HĥP TO MOVE OUT. 



CvON'T leaveA/^vve cannot get 

1; V US... 

A A MORE JU5T ANP WISE ) 



[[ RULER. THAN VOU, J* 



I 0 KUMANAN. 


WE 5HALL 
LEAVE OUR 
LANPS ANP 
COME VVITH 
VOU» 



KINGS VVILL COME ANP 
60, BUT THIS IS VVHERE 
VOU BELONG. VOUR. 

V PUTV LIES HERE. ^ 



^ i 

/ j 




ĤFTER. THE PARJmON , POETS 
ĥNP MUSiCtĥNS FLOCKEP TO 
KUMĥNĥN ĥS BEFORE. 





































































































































































































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



N\EĥNWH!LE /LANfUMANM &AVS ALL MS ATTEMTiON TO 
HtS ANMV. i-—:-7- 


jmnr 


OF MAINTAIN -V /IrtUST B£ MORE 
*MV 15 VI STRICT IN COLLECT- 

fNG. >f \ ING TAAE5 1 


yCXJR TAXES ARE 
^LONG OVERPUE. 


ŬIVE ME 
TIME, GOOP 
SIR » TRAPE 
15 POOR; MV 
LOOMS ARE 
^ IPLE. >4 


r OUR ORPERS ARE 
TO TAKE ĥWAi THE 
POSStSSlONS OF 
AU DEFAULTERS. 


WHAT SHALL 
WE PO NOW ? 

0 WHAT A 

FATE 16 OU rsi 


W£ LL GO 
TO KUMANAN 


16 


KUMANAN 



ANP SOON THERE VVfiS 
ĥN ENOPUS TO 
HUMĤNĤN '5 TERR/TORV 


MEĤNWHILE ĤT 
/LANKUMANAN ‘S PĤLACE 


KUMANAN \ 

NEVER PIP ĈARE 
FOR THE KINGPOM. 
IF HE PIP, WOULP 
HE HAVE A6REEP 
TO MV PROPOSAL? 


Tvn I 


IF VOU PO THAT, 

WE CAN EVEN THINK 
OF FURTHER 
v CONOUESTSl > 


THE ĤRMV WflS ĤLERTEP ĥNP EQU/PPEP 


[( 


V 



iKvif^ 

IJI 


A GOOP KING KNOWS 

THAT A KINGPOM 

PIVIPEP IS AS GOOP 

1 AS A KINGPOM LOST. 

1 WILL HAVE 

TO BRING . 

HIS TERRITORY A 

^UNPER MV F 

;uLE 



/ / 

\ ‘\ ^ 

# # 

// 





\ J 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


ILfiNKUMĤNAN SĉNT A MES6ENGBR 70 THB 
COURT OF KUMĤNĤN TO WĥRN H/M OF THE 
COM/NG WĤR . r-inn 


r WHY VO ES HE 
W«NT T 0 FIĜHT FOR 
MY LANP ? ALL HE 
HA5 TO PO 15 ASKI 
LET HIM COME ANP 
^ MEET ME. Jk 


SETVVEEN 
BROTHER5 ? 

^ never! . 


ARE Y OU GO ING TO 
SURRENDER, MAHARAJA? 
let IT BE VVAR. < 


SO KUMĥNĥN GĥVE AWAY EVSN Hl S 
HĥLF OF TH£ K/NGPOM, BECflUSE 
HE P/P NOT W/SH TO F/GHT W/TH 
H/S &ROTHEG. OVER WHĤT HE 
CONSIPpREP fl TR/FLE . —r— 


HE 15 MY 
BROTHER. IF HE 

WANT6 THE 
ENTIRE KINGPOM 
HE SHALL HAVE 
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KUMANAN 




VVE WILL COME 
WrTH vou, 

O KING . 


'^LISTEN TO M£. > 

rr 15 NOT RIGHT FOR 
VOU TO LEAVE VOUR 
HOMES.GO BACK. 

THE KINGPOM 
v NEEPS Y OU. 


r 


\ 


/ 




51 
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K 




r 


\ 




A 




rv 




A 




<N 




S: 


ĤNP THE PEOPLE O&E' 
VVTTH HEflVV HEflRTS 


KUMANAN KETIREP to f> HUMBLE DW£LUNG /A/ THE 



W£ QENEROUS KUMANBN NOW 
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/VE5. WE 
M /WU5T BRING 
'f\ KUMANAN 

/A &ĥCK. j 


ONLV A GOOP KING 
ON THE THRONE CAN 
HAVE G0p’5 GRĤCE. 


THE G0P5 ARE 
ANGRV WITH U5 


/ HE Hfl5 NO > 
6VMPATHV FOR 
THE 5UFFER- 
ING5 OF THE 
- POORI / 


/ ON NEVV MOON ^ 
NIGHT, THEN, BEHINP 
THE PALACE ORCHARP 
ĜATE.SPREAP THE j 
WORP. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


MEĤNWHIL£, CONPiTtONS UNPEZ /LANKUMANĤN ’S 
RULE WENT FROM BĥP TO WORSE. [ ' 

THE KING HA5 
increasep THE TAXE5 
WHEN PEOPLE ARE 
ALREAPV HEAVILV 
BURPENED. 






* r 



mm | 



L 



THE CROPS FAILEPANO THERE WĤS FĤMINE. 




the people segĥn to plot ĥgĥinst 

THE KING, ĤT F/RST /N SECRET . 


...ĤNP SOON /N THE OPEN 


• • • 
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KUMANAN 


THE THREĥTENEP PLOT WĤS EXPOSEP BV 
THE GUĤRP WHO SPOTTEP THE 
CONSP/RflTORS. 



THE CONSP/RĤTORS KNEW 
THEV WERE /N PflNGER ĤNP 
FLEP flj PEflp OF N/GHT. 







THE REAL THREAT 15 \ 
KUMANAN-VOU CAN 
ONLV BE SECURE 
WHEN KUMANAN 16 Ĵ=a 
NO MORE» / 


\ 




S 1 

i U ' 1 


V Vri l 

h?k 

| 

/ -J 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



THE ANNOUNCEMENT ONLV MAPE 
MATTERS WORSE,ANP THE PEOPLE 
SECĤME EVEN MORE UNHAPPV. 


I 


WE CflNNOT 


,, TOLERATE 
■ TMIS ANV 
MORE. 


LET US PERSUAOE 
KUMANAN TO RETURNJ 
F0R THE SAKE 
OF THE 
PEOPLE. 


ĥ PELEGĥT/ON MET 
KUMĥNĥN ĥND EKPLĥtNED 
THE SITUĥTION /N THE LĥNP. 

A HUNPREP THOUSANP 
PONS FOR THIS HEAPf 
RATHER OVER-PRICEP, 
ISN’T IT ? 








V 


V 


i /i 


\ 




U. i\\ 


i! 


i 


/ 






THIS 15 
NO TIME FOR 
JOKES, MAHft- 
RAJA. VOU MUST 
RETURN. THE 
ĈOUNTRY ANP 
THE PEOPLE NEEP 
VOU. VOU MUST 
NOT FAIL THE/V1 


/A 


J 


/ 



THE CCUNTRV 
ANP THE PEOPLE 
HAVE A KING ALREApVj 
BESIPE5 I VVILL NOT 
TAKE BAĈK VVHAT 
HAVE GIVEN 


THE CITIZENS W£NT ĤWĥV 
MTH HEĥVV HEĥRTS. 
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KUMANAN 



ĥ FEW PĥVS LĥTER. KUMĥNĥN HĥP ĥNOTHER 
VISITOR—POET PERUNTHĥLĥ/CHĥTTĥNĥR. 


THE ĜOOP KING 
PANISHEP TO THE 
FOREST, ANP THE 
VOUNCrER BROTHER 
ON THE THRONE. 
THI5 15 NOT 


FAIR 


&UT NOVV I ĈAN 
PEVOTE MVSELF 
ENTIRELV TO 
MATTERS I VALUE- 
I ĈAN NOVV ENJOV 
VOUR COMPANV 
UNHINPEREP. 

PO BEĜIN. 


[THE POET SĥNG ĥNP KUMĥNĥN L/6TENEP , 





THE MTERS OF THE RtVER PRV 
UP ON THE SURFĥCE 
&U7 PERENN/AL SPRINGS RUN 
PEEP SELOVV. 

POOR 7H0UGH VOU &E, VOU ĥRE 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


/ IN MV 5TATE TOPĥY 
ALL I CAN GIVE VOU 
y 15 MY ATTENTION 

«np app... y 







✓ / 




f VE5 ? ĥPPRECIĤTION ) 
‘aLONE ĈAN MEA5URE S 
, THE VVORK 0F ĜENIU5/ /! 
THE HEAP ALONE 15 J 
FIT TO MEA5URE f 

VVHAT THE HEAP itS 
HA5 PROPUCEPl f 









■the heap! hovv 

CURIOU5! MV HEAP 
CAN GIVE THI5 POET 
APPRECIATION, ANP 
ĥ MORE SUBSTANTIAL ! 
REVVARP, TOO* 




VOU ARE RIĜHT? EVEN \ 
|N THI5 HELPLES5 STATE , ) 
I AM RICH ENOUGH TO 
REVVARP VOU | TAKE 
THI5 SVVORP. 
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KUMANAN 



A HUNDREP THOU5ANP 
P0N5 I THOUGHT WA5 
TOO MUCH FOR THIS HEAP. 
BUT IF IT 15 TO REVVARP 
VOUR WORK, MV HEAP 
SHOULP HAVE BEEN 
VALUEP AT MANV 
TIMES THE FIGURE? 


!t 


- 4 ? 


/// 




WELL,GO 
ON. PON'T 
WAVER. 




/ 


• % 









































































































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


' MEAHmJtUE, ILONKUMANŬN 
HAP SECONP THOUGHTS. 

"TTZB 
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W VOU HAVE ^ 
" SUCCEEDEP! 

I HAVE BEEN A 
BLINP, UN5EEING 
FOOL. VOU, NOBLE 
POET, HAVE 
L OPENEP MV / 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


I CRfiVE VOtlR 
PARDON. THIS IS 
not KUMANAN’S 
HEAD. 




* * 


KUMANAN 



/LANKUMANĤN W!TH H15 HBTINUĉ THEN \ 
PROCEEPEP TO THE FORE&T TO MEET 
KUMĥNĥN • 



I HAVE COME 
FOR VOUR HEAP 
AS I PROMISED 
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A COLLECTORS EDITION, 

|l 1 The Mahabharata Collectofs Edition. It’s not just a set of books, it's a piece of cutture 


'Jbir,' ■ 





































































































































































